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This vital legislation will authorize the Sec-

retary of Education to provide grants to or 
enter into contracts with Native American lan-
guage educational organizations, Native Amer-
ican language colleges, Indian tribal govern-
ments, organizations that demonstrate the po-
tential to become Native American language 
educational organizations, or consortia of such 
entities, to establish Native American lan-
guage nests for students under the age of 7 
and their families. It will also authorize grants 
to operate, expand, and increase the number 
of Native American language survival schools 
throughout the country for Native American 
children and Native American language-speak-
ing children. 

The bill also authorizes the establishment of 
four demonstration projects that will provide 
assistance to Native American language sur-
vival schools and Native American language 
nests. The programs selected are well known 
nationally: all have over ten years of highly 
successful operation, and are all Native Amer-
ican controlled. 

The demonstration sites range from a state-
wide system to a small localized program for 
under fifty students, and from programs re-
stricted to elementary students to programs 
that go through high school and beyond. They 
include programs on reservations, programs in 
highly remote areas, and programs in urban 
areas. Students enrolled in them include chil-
dren who are first language speakers and stu-
dents from families where the language has 
not been spoken for three generations. They 
include programs with special strengths in 
teacher training and in resource materials de-
velopment. 

The four sites selected are the four research 
sites in an ongoing national study of academic 
effectiveness by prominent Native American 
and non-Native American educational re-
searchers and major research entities with ex-
tensive experience in the field. The dem-
onstration programs are authorized to use 
technology in cooperating and coordinating 
their work with each other and with other par-
ticipating Native American language programs. 
They will provide direction to the Secretary of 
Education in developing site visit evaluations 
of programs and may conduct follow-up data 
collection that will be valuable in providing di-
rection to schools. 

Lastly, the bill provides direction relative to 
addressing barriers that have prevented Na-
tive Americans from accessing education in 
Native American languages. It also directs the 
Secretary of Education to provide for the inclu-
sion of Native American language nests and 
Native American language survival schools in 
federal support for private schools and charter 
schools. 

The Native American Languages Amend-
ments Act of 2006 is consistent with long-
standing federal self-determination policies to-
ward native peoples, which support the pro-
motion of economic and social self-sufficiency, 
as well as the preservation and revitalization 
of native culture, languages, art, history, reli-
gion, and values. Since language is a signifi-
cant factor in the perpetuation of native cul-
tures, the federal government enacted the Na-
tive American Languages Act of 1990 urging 
federal support for Native American lan-
guages, and the Native American Languages 
Act Amendments of 1992 establishing a grant 
program at the Administration for Native Amer-
icans to fund the preservation of Native Amer-

ican languages. My bill continues this commit-
ment by our federal government to ensure the 
survival of these unique cultures and lan-
guages. 

In my home state, I am proud that the peo-
ple of Hawaii and the State of Hawaii have 
strongly supported the revitalization of Hawai-
ian culture, art, and language. In 1978, for ex-
ample, the State of Hawaii wrote into its con-
stitution a specific declaration that Hawaiian is 
one of our two official languages, along with 
English. This was a remarkable reversal from 
decades in which the very survival of the Na-
tive Hawaiian language was at risk due to be-
nign neglect and to conscious efforts to dis-
courage its use. 

There is also support for Hawaiian language 
programs in both our public and private 
schools. At the forefront of these efforts have 
been supporters of Aha Punana Leo, a Hawai-
ian language immersion program which has 
endeavored to include both students and par-
ents in an exciting and innovative way to revi-
talize Hawaiian language and culture. Ms. 
Namaka Rawlins, Director of Aha Punana Leo, 
and her husband, Dr. William (Pila) Wilson, 
have been pivotal in these efforts. The lessons 
of family and community involvement in the 
preservation of the Hawaiian language that 
they and others have proven are and can be 
used by other native communities and cultures 
across the country. 

While the Aha Punana Leo program initially 
started with pre-school students, Hawaiian lan-
guage survival schools were also established 
to allow for students to graduate from high 
school. Over 2,000 students are currently en-
rolled in Hawaiian language nests and survival 
schools. A Hawaiian language center—Hale 
Kuamoo—was eventually established at the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo with the collabora-
tion of Aha Punana Leo as well as a Native 
College—Ka Haka Ula O Keelikolani College. 
Both programs have been crucial in providing 
training to teachers in Hawaiian language, col-
lege courses in Hawaiian, and graduate edu-
cation in Hawaiian language and culture. 

The revitalization of the Hawaiian language 
in my state has been instrumental in the pres-
ervation of Hawaiian culture, which is impor-
tant to all of us who call Hawaii home. Today’s 
legislation will take this lesson nationwide in 
continuing the commitment made by the fed-
eral government in 1990 and the progress that 
has been made since that time to preserve 
Native American languages, including the Ha-
waiian language. Mahalo, and aloha. 
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NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to congratulate the 
winners of the Illinois Regional Science 
Bowl—Sarah Carden, Alex Lapides, Jeremy 
Lee, Tyler Mitchell, and Benjamin Xie. With 
the support of their coach, Mr. Kevin Farrell, 
these talented young students from Naperville 
North High School bested a field of Illinois 
brightest for a chance to compete in the 16th 
annual Department of Energy National 
Science Bowl. 

As the only federally sponsored science 
competition, the National Science Bowl hosts 

over 12,000 participants, making it the largest 
such competition in the United States. Each 
year, this event adds energy and excitement 
to the study of math and science for students 
across the country. Mr. Speaker, it is by inspir-
ing and supporting the next generation of 
America’s scientific leaders today that we can 
ensure America’s competitiveness in the glob-
al marketplace tomorrow. 

So once again, to the five promising young 
scholars from Naperville North representing 
the Land of Lincoln in this weekend’s National 
Science Bowl, congratulations and good luck. 
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INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5020) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2007 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes: 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today for the purposes of explain-
ing my vote on H.R. 5020, which this chamber 
considered yesterday. I have a high regard for 
the intelligence officials that serve our country, 
and I strongly support efforts to make sure 
that they have the resources to complete their 
mission competently, professionally, thor-
oughly and legally. After listening to the de-
bate on this bill, I reached the conclusion that 
this bill does nothing to rein in this Administra-
tion’s domestic surveillance program con-
ducted by the National Security Agency. 

This bill contains some good provisions. It 
imposes restrictions on the growth of the Na-
tional Director of intelligence to ensure re-
sources are applied to strengthening the intel-
ligence community’s ability to penetrate hard 
targets, and not just add to the growth in bu-
reaucracy. It fully funds the counter-terrorism 
program. However, the bill’s provisions con-
cerning oversight of domestic counterintel-
ligence activity is tepid at best. 

I believe we can conduct domestic intel-
ligence activities in a manner that is consistent 
with the requirements of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act (FISA) and the pro-
tections guaranteed under the U.S. Constitu-
tion. There exists a debate in this country if 
whether the NSA domestic surveillance pro-
gram is being conducted within the limits of 
the FISA. During the debate on the bill, I 
learned several Members sought to offer a bi-
partisan amendment clarifying that all surveil-
lance of American citizens must follow the law 
and be consonant with the 4th Amendment of 
the Constitution. The Rules Committee denied 
us an opportunity to consider that amendment. 
Any process that denies us the opportunity to 
protect our constitutional guarantees does not 
deserve my support, and for that reason, I 
voted against the passage of H.R. 5020. 
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